
DRUG ENDANGERED CHILDREN ACT OF 2007

  

Mr. SCOTT of Virginia:  Mr. Speaker, I yield myself such time as I may consume.

  

   H.R. 1199 was introduced on February 27 of this year by the gentleman from California (Mr. C
ardoza
). Currently, the legislation enjoys the support of 15 additional bipartisan cosponsors. 

  

   The measure, on its face, is quite simple and straightforward. It simply extends funding for the
Drug Endangered Children Grant Program through fiscal year 2009. The current authorization
for the program is set to expire this year. 

  

   The Drug Endangered program was first authorized as title VII of the USA PATRIOT
Improvement and Reauthorization Act of 2005, which authorizes up to $20 million a year for
grants to address this problem. 

  

   One of the most troubling aspects of drug use is its impact on children. According to the Drug
Enforcement Agency, over 15,000 children were found at methamphetamine labs from 2000 to
2004. The problem, however, is not limited to meth abuse. A Health and Human Services study
found that over 1.6 million children live in homes where a variety of illicit drugs are used. These
drug-infested conditions stretch child welfare agencies beyond their capacities because of the
increased violence and neglect. 

  

   On February 6, the Crime Subcommittee held a hearing on H.R. 545, the Native American
Methamphetamine Enforcement and Treatment Act of 2007, which has been reported by both
the Crime Subcommittee and the full Judiciary Committee. A central provision of that bill
extends eligibility for drug-endangered children grants to Native American tribes. However,
unless the Congress passes H.R. 1199, the authorization for the drug-endangered children
grants will expire this year, negating our recent efforts to help Native American children. 

  

   With this said, Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to support this much-needed legislation, and
I reserve the balance of my time.
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